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Third Sunday after Pentecost 
June 29, 2025 

 
A warm welcome to those who are visiting us today.  You may hang your coat in the entry way of the church or 
on the coat rack downstairs.  The bathrooms are located in the lower level of this building.  Before you go home 
today, please sign our guest book located on the podium in the entry way.  Also, refreshments are served in the 
fellowship hall after our service this morning.  We invite you to join us for something to eat and drink. 
 
Our lower level is wired for sound.  If you need to take your child out during the service, you won’t miss any of 
the sermon. The service is also simulcast on the church’s Facebook page. 
 
In the unlikely event of an emergency during this morning’s service, you can exit the building using the main 
entryway or the exit to the right of the chancel.  Our building does have a fire alarm system which is wired 
directly to the fire department.  Remember, we follow the “Run, Hide, Fight” response in an emergency. 
 
 

Before Service Prayer:  Lord Jesus, You desire committed followers. However, down through the centuries, it 
has sometimes happened that Your followers are very committed, but for the wrong cause. Combined our 
commitment for You with a knowledge of what You would have us be committed to. Today, as we think about 
Your committed followers, James and John, and what their commitment for You led them to ask, help us to 
learn from the rebuke You gave them so we can be committed to You in the right way, a way which pleases 
You and helps our neighbor. Amen. 
 
 
Today’s Service:   Morning Praise, NPH; used with permission under the OneLicense.net copyright agreement #A-800156 and under 
CCLI license #1132777.  The service is a revision of the historic Order of Matins.  Matins (comes from the Latin matutinus meaning 
“of the morning”) was the monastic service marking the beginning of the new day.  In Morning Praise, we sing back to God the 
message He has given us in His word. 
 
Today’s Theme:   UNDIVIDED ATTENTION --  ON CHRIST’S CALL FOR COMMITMENT 
 
There is the type of fan who follows his team if they make the playoffs. Then there is the type of fan who, 
regardless of his team’s record, watches every game and knows the stats for every player. There are different 
types of followers: the half-hearted versus the committed. Jesus is uninterested in followers who pay attention 
to His Word and will only when their other pursuits provide the time. Jesus wants followers who are all-in . . . 
who love Him above all things . . . who would be willing to leave everything else behind if that were what it 
would take to be with Him. We simply do not have it inside us to produce that level of commitment. But in the 
gospel, we see how Jesus went all in for our salvation. As we witness the way Jesus made our eternal happiness 
the focus of His undivided attention, the Spirit creates within us the very commitment that Christ seeks. 
 
Pastor’s Welcome 
 
 
Opening Hymn:   CW  735 “Before You I Kneel” 
 

http://www.newlife-wels.org/


Invocation                                        based on 1 John 3:1–2; Romans 6:4–5 
 
P:  In the name of the Father, 
C:  who loved us and created our world and us from nothing; 
 
P:  in the name of the  Son, 
C:  who loved us, died, and rose again to make us children of God; 
 
P:  in the name of the Holy Spirit, 
C:  who in Holy Baptism changes us from dead in sin to alive in Christ. Amen. 
 
 
Opening Sentences  Psalm 8:4–6 
 
P:  What is man that You are mindful of him, 
C:  and the son of man that You care for him? 
 
P:  Yet You have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings 
C:  and crowned him with glory and honor. 
 
P:  You have given him dominion over the works of Your hands; 
C:  You have put all things under his feet. 
 
Confession and Absolution               Ephesians 1:4 
 
P:  Before there was light, God knew each of us by name. 
C:  “He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before 
Him.” 
 
P:  God chose us, and how we are made, to bring honor and glory to Himself. 
C:  Everything in this world was made by the finger of God—not us. 
 
P:  Yet we have rebelled against our Creator. Let us confess our sins to God our Father. 
C:  We confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
 
P:  For these sins and all sins against You, 
C:  we confess our guilt and ask for Your mercy because of what Jesus did for us. We plead for His blood 
to cover all our sins. 
 
P:  Hear the Good News! Do more than hear it—believe with all your heart that God has forgiven all your sins 
because of Jesus’ sacrifice for you. Receive that forgiveness in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen! Thank You, Lord, for molding each of us as we are. Use us as a part of Your plan to make 
Christ known to the world and to our neighbor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



(We sing words from Psalm 70) 
 
 
 

                            
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



(We sing words from Psalm 95 in a song called the “Venite”) 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



The First Lesson:   1 Kings 19:19-21 – Elisha commits himself completely to the work to which the Lord had 
called him, leaving family and wealth behind.  

19 So Elijah went from there and found Elisha son of Shaphat. He was plowing with twelve yoke of 
oxen, and he himself was driving the twelfth pair. Elijah went up to him and threw his cloak around 
him. 20 Elisha then left his oxen and ran after Elijah. “Let me kiss my father and mother goodbye,” he 
said, “and then I will come with you.” 

“Go back,” Elijah replied. “What have I done to you?” 

21 So Elisha left him and went back. He took his yoke of oxen and slaughtered them. He burned the 
plowing equipment to cook the meat and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out to 
follow Elijah and became his servant.   (NIV 2011) 

 
 
P: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Psalm of the Day:  62 
 

 

 



The Second Lesson      2 Corinthians 11:21b-30 – Christ had shown grace to Paul. That grace moved Paul to be 
committed to Christ, no matter the personal cost.  
 

Whatever anyone else dares to boast about—I am speaking as a fool—I also dare to boast 
about. 22 Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they Abraham’s descendants? So 
am I. 23 Are they servants of Christ? (I am out of my mind to talk like this.) I am more. I have worked 
much harder, been in prison more frequently, been flogged more severely, and been exposed to 
death again and again. 24 Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. 25 Three 
times I was beaten with rods, once I was pelted with stones, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a 
night and a day in the open sea, 26 I have been constantly on the move. I have been in danger from 
rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my fellow Jews, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in 
the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false believers. 27 I have 
labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often 
gone without food; I have been cold and naked. 28 Besides everything else, I face daily the pressure of 
my concern for all the churches. 29 Who is weak, and I do not feel weak? Who is led into sin, and I do 
not inwardly burn? 

30 If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness. (NIV 2011) 
 
P: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia!  Whoever wants to be My disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross 
and follow Me. Alleluia! (Mark 8:34) 
 
 
 
The Gospel Lesson:   Luke 9:51-62 – Jesus teaches that following Him means leaving this world behind. 
 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the ninth chapter.  
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
51 As the time approached for Him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for 
Jerusalem. 52 And He sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get things 
ready for Him; 53 but the people there did not welcome Him, because He was heading for 
Jerusalem. 54 When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you want us to call 
fire down from heaven to destroy them?” 55 But Jesus turned and rebuked them. 56 Then He and His 
disciples went to another village. 
57 As they were walking along the road, a man said to Him, “I will follow You wherever You go.” 
58 Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay His 
head.” 
59 He said to another man, “Follow Me.” 
But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 



60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of 
God.” 
61 Still another said, “I will follow You, Lord; but first let me go back and say goodbye to my family.” 
62 Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom 
of God.” (NIV 2011) 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 
The Hymn of the Day:   CW  695 “Take My Life and Let It Be” (CW93 469) 
 
Sermon  
 
(After the sermon, we sing the “ Te Deum,” an ancient and majestic canticle of the Christian church, a confession of faith, 
a mighty hymn of praise to God.  Luther loved the Te Deum and referred to it as a fine creed.) 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Offering  
 
The ushers will gather the offering which will then be placed on the Lord’s Altar.  Offerings can also be given 
electronically by using your smart phone and the QR code which takes you to the donation part of New Life’s 
website. 

 

 
The Kyrie 
 

 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in 
heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours 
now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
The Prayer of the Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Prayer for Grace 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Blessing 
 

 
 

 
       
            

 
 
 
Closing Hymn:   CW 925 “On What Has Now Been Sown” (CW93 322) 
 
 
Announcements 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Our Father’s Business in the Coming Week 
 
Cleaning this Week:  James 
 
 
Today—Third Sunday after Pentecost Divine Service at 9:30 AM 

Fellowship at 10:30 AM 
Friday—Men’s Bible Class at 11:30 AM 
Sunday—Fourth Sunday after Pentecost / Independence Day Weekend Communion Service at 9:30 AM 
 Fellowship at 10:30 AM 
  
FELLOWSHIP SIGN-UP SHEET 
A new sign-up sheet has been posted to provide something to eat and drink after the Sunday service. The sheet 
covers June 2025 through September 2025.  
 
ARE YOU SOCIAL? 
New Life’s Outreach Committee is looking for help with social media outreach. If you can fit an hour or so per 
week into your schedule to help manage the New Life & Tree of Life Facebook, Insta and YouTube accounts, 
please see John Lester or email onezero@aol.com.  (Just don’t message @jtclester because he won’t see it – 
he’s not social). 
 
TRAINING CAMP CANCELLED 
Word has come that Training Camp is cancelled due to low enrollment. Monies given to send our kids to camp 
will be used to fund our kids who wish to go to other Lutheran camps in the summer of 2026. 
 
FINANCIAL UPDATE 
As of Sunday, June 22nd we have received $237,297 in offerings for the current fiscal year. This places 
us $3,670 ahead of the budget, which is $2,207 worse than the previous week. Today is the last Sunday in the 
fiscal year to meet our giving commitment. Total gifts to date are $14,376 for the sign fund. 
 
AND THE SURVEY SAYS… 
Here are the results from the 23 church and preschool logo surveys that were handed in on Sunday, June 15. 
 
Church Logo (current): 18 
New: 5 
 
Preschool Logo (current): 19 
New:4 
 
 
VBS REGISTRATION 
The webmaster John Lester has posted the online registration for VBS. Go to www.newlife.org/vbs.htm to 
register. At this point there are  19 kids registered for VBS. 
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