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Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 27, 2022
A warm welcome to those who are visiting us today. You may hang your coat in the entry way of the
church or on the coat rack downstairs. The bathrooms are located in the basement of this building.
Before you go home today, please sign our guest book located on the podium in the entry way. Also,
refreshments are served in the basement after our service this morning. We invite you to join us for
something to eat and drink.
Our lower level is wired for sound. If you need to take your child out during the service, you won’t miss
any of the sermon.
In the unlikely event of an emergency during this morning’s service, you can exit the building using the
main entryway or the exit to the right of the chancel. Our building does have a fire alarm system which is
wired directly to the fire department. Remember, we follow the “Run, Hide, Fight” response in an
emergency.
Before Service Prayer: Father, we, like the younger son in Jesus’ story, often resent the Father’s love
and want to be free, believing we will find happiness. Instead, we find only misery. We are prodigal. You
are prodigious in pouring out Your love and forgiveness. Though lost and dead, because of Your love
and forgiveness, we are found and alive. Restored, may we now live lives that glorify You, our gracious
Father. Amen.
Today’s Service: Service Setting 3 with Communion, NPH, reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-800156
and under CCLI license #1132777.
As We Gather: We assume people get what they deserve. We assume what goes around comes
around. We assume God helps those who help themselves. And all those assumptions must be crushed.
Got does not operate on the principle of merit but of grace. Like gravity, grace is a constant force at work
in how God deals with us and how He wants us to deal with others. No one is beyond the reach of God's
grace. God never turns it off. When the weight of our sin makes us fearful of God's condemnation, He
reveals His grace yet again.
Pastor’s Welcome
HYMN

CW 657 “Baptismal Water Cover Me” (CW 93, 135)

INVOCATION
Pastor:
People:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor:
People:

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Pastor:
People:

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against You in my thoughts, words and actions.
I have not loved You with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve Your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with His innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in Him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Pastor:

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent His only Son, Jesus
Christ, who gave His life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore,
as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

People:

LORD, HAVE MERCY

(During Lent, the hymn of praise is omitted.)

SALUTATION
Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:

People:

Let us pray.
Almighty God, we confess that we deserve to be punished for our evil deeds. But we ask
You graciously to cleanse us from all sin and to comfort us with Your salvation; through
Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.
WORD

OLD TESTAMENT READING
into the joy of our salvation.

Isaiah 12:1-6 - God's grace turns the gloom of our condemnation

In that day you will say:
“I will praise You, LORD.
Although You were angry with me,
Your anger has turned away
and You have comforted me.
2
Surely God is my salvation;
I will trust and not be afraid.
The LORD, the LORD Himself, is my strength and my defense[a];
He has become my salvation.”
3
With joy you will draw water
from the wells of salvation.
4
In that day you will say:
“Give praise to the LORD, proclaim His name;
make known among the nations what He has done,
and proclaim that His name is exalted.
5
Sing to the LORD, for He has done glorious things;
let this be known to all the world.
6
Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion,
for great is the Holy One of Israel among you.” (NIV 2011)
Pastor:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM

32a (Sung to the tune “Consolation”)

How blest are those the LORD forgives; how glad they are to hear
Their sin is gone, their guilt atoned, their record clean and clear.
I silently concealed my guilt, but then I groaned all day:
Your heavy hand, like summer heat took all my strength away.
I then confessed my sin to You, my grievous guilt and shame,
And You forgave my wickedness by Your most gracious name.
Let all the faithful pray to You while You may still be found;
You place them safe above the flood, secure on higher ground.
You hide me, LORD; You hold me fast in all adversity,
Surrounding me with faithful love and songs of victory.
EPISTLE
Romans 8:1-10 - In Christ Jesus God has already condemned all sin. For us there is
only grace and the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because through
Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and
death. 3 For what the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by
sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so He condemned
sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fully met in us, who
do not live according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.
Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh desires; but those
who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 6 The mind
governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace. 7 The mind
governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. 8 Those
who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God.
5

You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the
Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to
Christ. 10 But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject to death because of sin,
the Spirit gives life because of righteousness. (NIV 2011)
9

Pastor:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Read by the Pastor during Lent.)
For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not
perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16)

Stand
HOLY GOSPEL
Luke 15:11-32 - How does God respond to those who object to or are angered by
His grace? He responds with more grace.
Pastor:
People:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father,
‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them.
11

“Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and
there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe
famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to
a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach
with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.
13

“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to
spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him:
Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your
son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got up and went to his father.
17

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him;
he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.
“The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer
worthy to be called your son.’
21

“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on
his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and
celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they
began to celebrate.
22

“Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and
dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. 27 ‘Your brother
has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe
and sound.’
25

“The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded
with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never
disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my
friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes
home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’
28

“‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32 But we
had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was
lost and is found.’” (NIV 2011)
31

Pastor:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit
HYMN OF THE DAY

CW 576 “Amazing Grace” (CW93, 379)

SERMON
CREED

The Nicene Creed

We believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and
unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten not made, of one being with
the Father.
Through Him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, He came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
virgin Mary, and became fully human.
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

OFFERING The ushers will gather the offering which will then be placed on the Lord’s Altar. Offerings
can also be given electronically by using your smart phone and the QR code which takes you to the
donation part of New Life’s website.

OFFERTORY
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

THE SACRAMENT
Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor:
People:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Pastor:
People:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Pastor:

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give You thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
brought the gift of salvation to all people by His death on the tree of the cross so that the
devil, who overcame us by a tree, would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all
the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise Your holy name and join their glorious
song:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus)

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Pastor:

Blessed are You, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love You made us the
crown of Your creation. In mercy You planned our salvation. In grace You sent Your Son
to redeem us from sin.
We remember and give You thanks that Your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became flesh and
made His dwelling among us, that He willingly placed Himself under law to redeem those
under law, that He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to death on a cross, that He
has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.

People:

Bless us as we receive Your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive our sins,
increase our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing for the day when
Christ will welcome us to His eternal feast. Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to
You, O God our Father, and to Your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Matthew 6:9–13

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are Yours now and forever. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION

(Spoken by the pastor.)

Pastor:
People:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei)

DISTRIBUTION
NEW LIFE’S COMMUNION PRACTICE
New Life Lutheran Church practices “close communion.” We ask that only members of New Life or other
WES or ELS churches partake of the sacrament. We ask our visitors to please respect our communion
practice.
DISTRIBUTION HYMN

CW 654 “Jesus Sinners Does Receive” (CW93, 304)

Pastor:
People:

Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good;
His mercy endures forever.

Pastor:
People:

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
We proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.

CLOSING COLLECT
Pastor:

People:

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in Your loving-kindness You sent Your Son to
share our humanity. We thank You that through Him You have given us pardon and peace
in this Sacrament. We also pray that You will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and
minds by Your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve You day after day; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION
Pastor:
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
People:
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN

CW 929 “May the Peace of God” (CWS 745)

Our Father’s Business in the Coming Week
Cleaning this Week: Berg / Bolzman
Today—Fourth Sunday in Lent Service at 9:30 AM
Sunday School 10:45 AM
Adult Bible Class 10:45 AM
Confirmation Class at 6:00 PM
Monday through Friday—No Preschool (Spring Break)
Wednesday—Service project, Coffee and Cake at 6:30 PM
5th Mid-Week Lenten Service at 7:00 PM
Friday—No Men’s Bible Class
Next Sunday—Fifth Sunday in the Season of Lent Service at 9:30 AM
Sunday School at 10:45 AM
Bible Class at 10:45 AM
Confirmation Class at 6:00 PM
FELLOWSHIP
A new fellowship sheet has been posted. If you’d like to bring something to eat and drink after the service
on Sunday, use the sign-up sheet to reserve a Sunday.
SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS
The Sunday morning Bible class will start using a series of studies that goes together with a video series
called “The Chosen.” Today, the lesson is entitled, “I Saw You.”

CALL INFORMATION
On Saturday, March 13, Pastor Bauer received the call to be the pastor at Mt. Sinai Lutheran Church in
Montrose, MI. Pastor Bauer did not ask to receive this call. Over the next couple of weeks, the members
of New Life have a chance to evaluate our congregation’s situation and speak to the pastor about what is
best for the congregation in terms of the pastorate. Pastor Bauer will have an answer no later than April
2nd.
MID-WEEK LENTEN SERVICES
During the season of Lent, New Life will have mid-week Lenten service on Wednesday evenings at 7:00
PM. In place of a dinner, New Life will do what she did last year—put together gift bags for the 50
residents at Auberge next door. Cake and coffee will be served each night. This coming Wednesday
evening Rev. David Carlovsky from Lord and Savior Lutheran Church in Crystal Lake, IL, will be the
guest pastor.
EASTER LILY SIGN UP SHEET
An Easter lily sign-up sheet has been posted for those who wish to purchase a lily or lilies to adorn the
Lord’s chancel on Easter Sunday.
EASTER BREAKFAST
An Easter breakfast sign-up sheet has been posted for those who wish to bring something for our Easter
breakfast which starts at 8:30 AM on Easter Sunday morning prior to the worship service.
NEW KEYBOARD
Probably from moving it in and out of the building for outdoor services this past summer, the church’s
keyboard, purchased in the year 2000, has not been working properly. Attempts were made to fix it, to no
avail. The church council recently decided it was time to upgrade the keyboard. The new Yamaha
keyboard, already purchased and in use today, costs $7,599. $1,900 in donations has been received for
this purpose. If you’d like to help purchase the new keyboard, simply designate your gift “keyboard.”

