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Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany
February 20, 2022
A warm welcome to those who are visiting us today. You may hang your coat in the entry way of the
church or on the coat rack downstairs. The bathrooms are located in the basement of this building.
Before you go home today, please sign our guest book located on the podium in the entry way. Also,
refreshments are served in the basement after our service this morning. We invite you to join us for
something to eat and drink.
Our lower level is wired for sound. If you need to take your child out during the service, you won’t miss
any of the sermon.
In the unlikely event of an emergency during this morning’s service, you can exit the building using the
main entryway or the exit to the right of the chancel. Our building does have a fire alarm system which is
wired directly to the fire department. Remember, we follow the “Run, Hide, Fight” response in an
emergency.
Before Service Prayer: A Prayer for our President on President’s Day Weekend: Lord God, when
others tempt our president to embrace arrogant power rather than humble service, give him an undivided
heart. Help the president to stand firm, knowing that You will fight his battles with him. May He begin His
day with You and Your Word, with gratitude and praise for the honor You have given to him. Throughout
the day may Your Spirit remind him of his purpose and of Your love for him. And when the night arrives,
calm his heart with the peace that passes all understanding as he purposes to keep trusting and obeying
You, no matter what the cost. As You surround our president with godly counselors, give him
accountability to them and the people he serves, but first and foremost to You. Bless him with joy when
righteousness and goodness prevail. But give him a heart that weeps for the injustices and sorrows
around him. Lead our president to daily repentance which involves a humble return to you, the God of all
mercy. Amen.
Today’s Service: Service Setting 3 without Communion, NPH, reprinted under OneLicense.net #A800156 and under CCLI license #1132777.
As We Gather: Last week we saw that the governing principles of Christ's kingdom initially seem upside
down. This week we see that truth in how Christ would have us react to those who wrong us or oppose
us. Jesus asks us to befriend our enemies, to love those who hate us, and to repay evil with good. Logic
would say that is a recipe for being walked all over. Yet, have we not seen this tactic work? When we
were Christ's enemies, He loved us to the point of death. He repays our daily evil with the daily goodness
of His mercy. In doing so, He has won us for Himself. Following the strategy Jesus lays out today is not a
capitulation to evil. It is a means of conquering it.

Pastor’s Welcome
HYMN

CW 726 “Love in Christ is Strong and Living”

INVOCATION
Pastor:
People:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES

Psalm 30:10; 43:3; Proverbs 4:18; Isaiah 2:5b

Pastor:
People:

Hear, O LORD, and be merciful to me!
O LORD, be my helper.

Pastor:
People:

Send out Your light and Your truth; let them lead me;
let them bring me to Your holy hill and to Your dwelling!

Pastor:
People:

The path of the righteous is like the light of dawn,
which shines brighter and brighter until full day.
Come, let us walk in the light of the LORD.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor:
People:

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Pastor:
People:

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against You in my thoughts, words and actions.
I have not loved You with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve Your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with His innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in Him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Pastor:

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent His only Son, Jesus
Christ, who gave His life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore,
as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

People:

LORD, HAVE MERCY

HYMN OF PRAISE
Pastor:

In the peace of forgiveness let us praise the Lord!

(Soloist sings the refrain the first time, the congregation each time after that.)

Soloist:

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship You, we give You thanks,
we praise you for Your glory.

All:

Refrain.

Soloist:

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, You take away the sin
of the world; have mercy on us. You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our
prayer.

All:

Refrain.

Soloist:

For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, You alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

All:

Refrain.

SALUTATION
Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:

Let us pray.
Gracious Father, keep Your family, the Church, always faithful to You, that we may lean
on the hope of Your promises and be strong in the power of Your love; through Your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

People:

Amen.
WORD

OLD TESTAMENT READING
Genesis 45:3-15 - The account of Joseph forgiving the brothers
that had sold him into slavery demonstrates that God overcomes evil with good.

Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still living?” But his brothers were not
able to answer him, because they were terrified at his presence.
3

Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When they had done so, he said, “I am
your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! 5 And now, do not be distressed and do not
be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me
ahead of you. 6 For two years now there has been famine in the land, and for the next five years
there will be no plowing and reaping. 7 But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a
remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance.
4

“So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his
entire household and ruler of all Egypt. 9 Now hurry back to my father and say to him, ‘This is
what your son Joseph says: God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; don’t
delay. 10 You shall live in the region of Goshen and be near me—you, your children and
grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and all you have. 11 I will provide for you there, because
five years of famine are still to come. Otherwise you and your household and all who belong to
you will become destitute.’
8

“You can see for yourselves, and so can my brother Benjamin, that it is really I who am
speaking to you. 13 Tell my father about all the honor accorded me in Egypt and about
everything you have seen. And bring my father down here quickly.”
12

Then he threw his arms around his brother Benjamin and wept, and Benjamin embraced
him, weeping. 15 And he kissed all his brothers and wept over them. Afterward his brothers
talked with him. (NIV 2011)
14

Pastor:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM

103a

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; to His feet your tribute bring.
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, evermore His praises sing;
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise the everlasting King!
Praise Him for His grace and favor to His people in distress.
Praise Him, still the same as ever, slow to chide, and swift to bless,
Alleluia, alleluia! Glorious in His faithfulness!
Father-like He tends and spares us; well our feeble frame He knows.
In His hand He gently bears us, rescues us from all our foes;
Alleluia, alleluia! Widely yet His mercy flows!
Angels, help us to adore Him; you behold Him face to face.
Sun and moon, bow down before Him; all who dwell in time and space,
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise with us the God of grace!
EPISTLE
Romans 12:14-21 - Paul lived in a Roman empire that operated on the principles of force
and aggression. Yet he encourages believers to operate on the principles of grace, forgiveness, and
humility.

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice;
mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be
willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited.
14

Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 18 If it
is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my
dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is Mine to avenge; I will
repay,” says the Lord. 20 On the contrary:
17

“If your enemy is hungry, feed him;
if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.”
21
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. (NIV 2011)
Pastor:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Soloist:

Refrain.

Pastor:

Jesus is the light of the world; in Him we have the light of life.

All:

Refrain

Stand
HOLY GOSPEL
Luke 6:27-38 - In our interactions with others Jesus calls us to disregard what
people deserve. Instead we are to show the same grace that God has shown to us.
Pastor:
People:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

“But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate
you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 29 If someone slaps you on
one cheek, turn to them the other also. If someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt
from them. 30 Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not
demand it back. 31 Do to others as you would have them do to you.
27

“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love
them. 33 And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even
sinners do that. 34 And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that
to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in full. 35 But love your enemies, do
good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will
be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because He is kind to the ungrateful and
wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.
32

“Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned.
Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed
37

down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you
use, it will be measured to you.” (NIV 2011)
Pastor:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit
HYMN OF THE DAY

CW 729 “Son of God, Eternal Savior”

SERMON
CREEDAL HYMN

CW 940

We all believe in one true God, Father, Son and Holy Ghost,
Ever present help in need, praised by all the heav’nly host,
By whose mighty pow’r alone all is made and wrought and done.
We all believe in Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s Son,
Who descended from His throne and for us salvation won,
By whose cross and death are we rescued from all misery.
We all confess the Holy Ghost, who from both fore’er proceeds,
Who upholds and comforts us in all trials, fears, and needs.
Blessed, holy Trinity, praise to You eternally.
OFFERING The ushers will gather the offering which will then be placed on the Lord’s Altar. Offerings
can also be given electronically by using your smart phone and the QR code which takes you to the
donation part of New Life’s website.

OFFERTORY
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER

Matthew 6:9–13

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are Yours now and forever. Amen.

CLOSING COLLECT
Pastor:

People:

Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending,
by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good
courage and a hope that cannot be extinguished, not knowing where we go but only that
Your hand is leading us, Your love supporting us and Your Son abiding with us; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

BENEDICTION
Pastor:

People:

Go out into the world in peace, have courage, hold to what is good, return no person evil
for evil, strengthen the fainthearted, support the weak, help the suffering, honor all people,
love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. The almighty God—the
Father, the  Son, and the Holy Spirit—bless and keep you.
Amen.

CLOSING SEQUENCE
Pastor:

The season of Epiphany is the time of growing brightness in the Church as the glory of
Jesus is revealed in word and in deed, leading us to the Mount of Transfiguration, where
the dazzling glory of our Lord is to be seen. That Epiphany glory continues to shine in the
Church, in which we experience the kingdom of God here and now. American hymnwriter
Timothy Dwight, president of Yale University in the early 1800s, celebrated the love of
God for the Church through the words of a hymn that has been sung for more than two
hundred years. To us in Christ, God has given “the brightest glories earth can yield and
brighter bliss of heaven.” We sing our closing hymn.

HYMN

“I Love Your Kingdom, Lord” (CW93, 533)
I love Your kingdom, Lord, The place of Your abode,
The Church our blest Redeemer saved With His own precious blood.
Beyond my highest joy I prize its heav'nly ways,
Its sweet communion, solemn vows, Its hymns of love and praise.
I love your Church, O God, Your saints in ev'ry land,
Dear as the apple of Your eye And graven on Your hand.
For them my tears shall fall; For them my prayers ascend;
For them my cares and toils be giv'n Till toils and cares shall end.
Sure as Your truth shall last, To Zion shall be giv'n
The brightest glories earth can yield And brighter bliss of heav'n.

Our Father’s Business in the Coming Week
Cleaning this Week: Berg / James
Today—The Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany Service at 9:30 AM
Sunday School 10:45 AM
Adult Bible Class 10:45 AM
No Confirmation Class (President’s Day Weekend)
Monday—President’s Day, No Preschool
Thursday—Green Team at 6:30 PM
Friday—Men’s Bible Class at 11:30 AM
Next Sunday—Transfiguration Sunday Communion Service at 9:30 AM
Sunday School & Bible Class at 10:45 AM
Confirmation Class at 6:00 PM
FELLOWSHIP
A new fellowship sheet has been posted. If you’d like to bring something to eat and drink after the service
on Sunday, use the sign-up sheet to reserve a Sunday.
PRESCHOOL OPEN HOUSE
Tree of Life had 5 families attend our open house this past Tuesday. A total of six kids in the three-yearold class and eight in the four-year-old class are registered for the 2022-23 school year.
SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS
The Sunday morning Bible class will start using a series of studies that goes together with a video series
called “The Chosen.” Today, the lesson is entitled, will consider a lesson entitled, “The Wedding Gift.”
SYNOD MISSION OFFERING
Synod mission offering for the first half of the fiscal year was $11,000.87. New Life remits 9% of our
general offerings to the synod for the purpose of opening and supporting missions abroad and in the US,
and for training future pastors and teachers.
ENDOWMENT FUND
The New Life Endowment Fund is set up so that only the interest generated each year is put to use while
the principal remains intact. The Endowment fund interest for 2021 was $1175.06. Earlier this month, the
executive board of the New Life church council designated the interest to be used to support Tree of Life
Lutheran Preschool.
LENT BEGINS
Wednesday, March 2nd is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent. New Life will have mid-week Lenten
service for the six weeks of Lent on Wednesday evenings. In place of a dinner, New Life will do what she
did last year—put together gift bags for the 50 residents at Auburge next door. Cake and coffee will be
served each night.

