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Second Sunday of Easter
April 23, 2017
A warm welcome to those who are visiting us today. You may hang your coat in the entry way of the church
or on the coat rack downstairs. The bathrooms are located in the basement of this building. Before you go
home today, please sign our guest book located on the podium in the entry way. Also, refreshments are served
in the basement after our service this morning. We invite you to join us for something to eat and drink.
Our lower level is wired for sound. If you need to take your child out during the service, you won’t miss any
of the sermon.
In the unlikely event of an emergency during this morning’s service, you can exit the building using the main
entryway or the exit to the right of the chancel. Our building does have a fire alarm system which is wired
directly to the fire department.
Before Service Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, You instituted the Sacrament of Holy Communion to seal to me the
personal guarantee that all my sins are forgiven. Lead me to true sorrow and repentance for all my sins. Give
me faith to believe Your body and blood, once given and shed on the cross, are present with the bread and wine
which I receive in this sacrament. Fill my heart and mind with comfort, peace, and joy, knowing that all my
sins are pardoned. Give me renewed zeal each day and lead me to live a godly life in loving obedience to Your
commandments. I ask this in Your precious name, O Savior. Amen.
Today’s Service: Common Service, NPH, reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-800156 and under CCLI license #1132777.
Today’s Theme: In the face of doubt, Christ gives us proof and peace. To the doubting disciples, He gave
certain proof that led to certain peace. Through His Word and sacraments, Jesus gives the same proof to all
people of all time. “Peace be with you,” said our Lord. Then He sends His people forth with this message of
peace based on the proof of His resurrection.
Personal Preparation for Holy Communion p. 156
Pastor’s Welcome
Opening Hymn: CW 163 “Welcome, Happy Morning”

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Confession of Sins
P: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, asking Him in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed You in my
thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve
Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for
our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

The Prayer of the Day
P: The Lord be with you.

P: Let us pray.

The First Lesson: Acts 10:34a, 36, 39-43 (Peter, after having received a vision which emphasized the truth that God does
not show favoritism, and desires that Gentiles hear the good news about Jesus; traveled to Caesarea, to the home of a centurion
named Cornelius, and preached that very message.)
34

Then Peter began to speak…36 You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good
news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all.
39

“We are witnesses of everything He did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed Him by
hanging Him on a cross, 40 but God raised Him from the dead on the third day and caused Him to be seen.41 He
was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us who ate and drank with
Him after He rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that He is the one

whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about Him that
everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins through His name.” (NIV 2011)
Verse of the Day: Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. Blessed are those who have
not seen and yet have believed. Alleluia. (John 20:29b)

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:

The Gospel: JOHN 20:19-31 (Jesus appears to His disciples, first on Easter evening and then a week later. Thomas, who
was absent on the first occasion, is present on the second, and he responds in faith. “These (things)”—all that John had written in his
gospel—“are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God.”)
19 On

the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear
of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After He said this,
He showed them His hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent Me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that He
breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if
you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”
24 Now

Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25 So
the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in His hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put
my hand into His side, I will not believe.”
26 A week later His disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were
locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then He said to Thomas, “Put your
finger here; see My hands. Reach out your hand and put it into My side. Stop doubting and believe.”
28 Thomas said to Him, “My Lord and my God!”
29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen Me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen
and yet have believed.”
30 Jesus

performed many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31 But
these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may
have life in His name. (NIV 2011)
After the Gospel, the congregation sings:

The Nicene Creed
We believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten not made, of one being with the Father.
Through Him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, He came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary, and became fully human.
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Hymn of the Day: “These Things Did Thomas Count as Real”
These things did Thomas count as real:
The warmth of blood, the chill of steel,
The grain of wood, the heft of stone,
The last frail twitch of flesh and bone.
The vision of his skeptic mind
Was keen enough to make him blind
To any unexpected act
Too large for his small world of fact.
His reasoned certainties denied
That one could live when one had died,
Until His fingers read like braille
The markings of the spear and nail.
May we, O God, by grace believe
And thus the risen Christ receive,
Whose raw, imprinted palms reached out
And beckoned Thomas from his doubt. (tune CW 152)

The Sermon Text: Acts 10:34a, 36, 39-43
The Sermon

After the sermon, the congregation stand and sings:

The Offering
The Offering Prayer

The Prayer of the Church
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours
now and forever. Amen.
The Sacrament
P: The Lord be with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, Holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound
to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, who
showed Himself alive to the disciples and sent them with peace and forgiveness as
witnesses of the resurrection. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with
all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and saying:

The Words of Institution

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

O Christ, Lamb of God

Our Communion Practice
New Life Lutheran Church practices “close communion.” We ask that only members of New Life or other
WELS or ELS churches partake of the sacrament. We ask our visitors to please respect our communion
practice.

The Distribution Hymn: CW 165 “O Sons and Daughters of the King”

The Song of Simeon

P: O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good.

P: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in Your loving kindness You sent Your Son to share our
humanity. We thank You that through Him You have given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also
pray that You will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit so that we willingly
serve You day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

The Closing Hymn: CWS 756 “We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight”

Announcements

Our Father’s Business in the Coming Week
Cleaning this Week: Sarvady

Today— Communion Service at 9:30 AM
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class at 10:45 AM
Confirmation class at 6:00 PM
Monday—Men’s Bible Class at 11:30 AM
Tuesday—Tone Chime Practice at 7:00 PM
Next Sunday—Worship Service at 9:30 AM
Sunday School & Adult & Teen Bible Class at 10:45 AM
Confirmation class at 6:00 PM
Volunteers are needed to bring something to eat and drink for fellowship on Sunday mornings. Please sign up
on the sheet located on the bulletin board in the lower level.
Thank you to Pastor Paul Prange for serving as our guest preacher this morning. Pastor Prange is the
Administrator for Ministerial Education will give a presentation during adult Bible class on our church body’s
worker training system.
The new bulletin format is being used because the new church copier is able to print, fold and bind the bulletins
automatically, saving a great deal of time and labor.

Our Faithfulness to God’s Word
Maundy Thursday—27
Good Friday—38
Easter Sunday—95

