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Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 2, 2021
A warm welcome to those who are visiting us today. You may hang your coat in the entry way of the church or
on the coat rack downstairs. The bathrooms are located in the basement of this building. Before you go home today,
please sign our guest book located on the podium in the entry way. Also, refreshments are served in the basement after our
service this morning. We invite you to join us for something to eat and drink.
Our lower level is wired for sound. If you need to take your child out during the service, you won’t miss any of
the sermon.
In the unlikely event of an emergency during this morning’s service, you can exit the building using the main
entryway or the exit to the right of the chancel. Our building does have a fire alarm system which is wired directly to the
fire department. Remember, we follow the “Run, Hide, Fight” response in an emergency.

Covid-19 Precautions / Reminders:
1. Every other pew will be taped off to create social distance.
2. The windows will be open to create as much airflow as possible.
3. The hymns can be sung from the bulletin or the hymnal and supplement book.
4. Worshippers are asked to pick up their own bulletin and take it home with them.
5. Offerings will be placed in the plate / box on the table before or after the service.
6. The church council asks that everyone wear a mask if indoor, if possible. Masks are available in the
entryway. This request does not apply if we are having an outdoor service.
7. The pastor won’t shake hands after the service.
8. Something to eat and drink will be offered after the service today in the fellowship hall or outside
under the tent.
Before Service Prayer: In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night
from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please
You. Into Your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the
wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen. (Luther’s Morning Prayer)
Today’s Service: Morning Praise, NPH; used with permission under the OneLicense.net copyright agreement #A-800156. The
service is a revision of the historic Order of Matins. Matins (comes from the Latin matutinus meaning “of the morning”) was the
monastic service marking the beginning of the new day. In Morning Praise we sing back to God the message He has given us in His
word.

Theme for the Service: The images Jesus uses as He proclaims the kingdom of God often come from the
world of agriculture. His parables are filled with plants and trees and birds and animals. Grapes, grapevines, and
vineyards are all used as illustrations by Jesus as He teaches the people who are His first hearers and us also. As
people who have been grafted as branches into Christ the Vine through Holy Baptism, we seek ways to
strengthen that connection as the Holy Spirit works in and through us. We now nourish our faith as branches in
Christ’s vineyard as we grow in Him by Word and Sacrament.

Pastor’s Welcome
Opening Hymn: CWS 719 “Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia!
Christ has arisen, alleluia, Rejoice and praise Him, alleluia.
For our Redeemer burst from the tomb, Even from death, dispelling its gloom.
Refrain:

Let us sing praise to Him with endless joy;
Death’s fearful sting He has come to destroy
Our sin forgiving, alleluia! Jesus is living, alleluia!

For three long days the grave did its worst Until its strength by God was dispersed.
He who gives life did death undergo; And in its conquest His might did show.
Refrain:
The angel said to them, “Do not fear! You look for Jesus who is not here.
See for yourselves the tomb is all bare; Only the grave cloths are lying there.”
Refrain:
“Go spread the news: He’s not in the grave; He has arisen this world to save.
Jesus’ redeeming labors are done; Even the battle with sin is won.”
Refrain:
Christ has arisen; He sets us free; Alleluia, to Him praises be.
Jesus is living! Let us all sing; He reigns triumphant, heavenly King.
Refrain:

INVOCATION
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation: Amen.
OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 34:8; 104:24, 31; 147:11
P: The LORD takes pleasure in those who fear Him,
C: in those who hope in His steadfast love.
P: Taste and see that the LORD is good!
C: Blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him!
P: O LORD, how manifold are Your works!
C: In wisdom have You made them all.
P: May the glory of the LORD endure forever;
C: may the LORD rejoice in His works.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P: As penitent people, we ask God for His grace and mercy. Humble yourselves then before God, confess your
sins to Him, and implore His forgiveness.
C: O almighty God, most merciful Father, I, a repentant sinner, confess to You all my sins and iniquities
with which I have offended You. By nature I am a sinful creature. In thought, word, and deed I have
continually transgressed Your Law. For this I justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of the sufferings and death of Your Son, Jesus Christ, be gracious and merciful to me, a penitent
and contrite being. Forgive me all my sins and grant me the power of Your Holy Spirit that I may amend
my sinful life and bear fruit in keeping with true repentance.
P: God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith.
C: Amen.
P: As you believe, so let it be. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

DIALOGUE FOR MORNING PRAISE
Psalm 145:1–2, 8, 10, 21; antiphon: John 16:16

P: A little while, and you will see Me no longer; and again a little while, and you will see Me.
C: I will extol You, my God and King, and bless Your name forever and ever.
P: Every day I will bless You and praise Your name forever and ever.
C: The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
P: All Your works shall give thanks to You, O LORD, and all Your saints shall bless You!
C: My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD, and let all flesh bless His holy name forever and ever.
P: A little while, and you will see Me no longer; and again a little while, and you will see Me.

(We sing words from Psalm 95 in a song called the “Venite.” Please sing whatever part / parts you are
comfortable singing. At the beginning of the Venite, the refrain is sung twice.)

Let us bow down and worship the Lord;
Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
For this is our God whose people we are:
Women: Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
Men: Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
Refrain
Great is the Lord and worthy of praise:
Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
Sing to the Lord and bless His name:
Women: Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
Men: Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
Refrain
All that has life and breath shall rejoice:
Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
The great and the small, all creatures of God:
Women: Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
Men: Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!
Refrain
Heaven and earth, rejoice in His name:
Come let us sing with joy to the Lord!
He governs the world with justice and truth:
Women: Come let us sing with joy to the Lord!
Men: Come, let us sing with joy to the Lord!

Final Refrain

The First Lesson: ACTS 8:26-40 (Here are a couple of really excellent fruits from the connection of the branch to the Vine.

This Phillip was not one of the apostles; he was a dedicated layman, a deacon whom the Lord used in the spreading of the gospel.
How did that come about? First and foremost Phillip loved the Scriptures. He knew them well. He thought about them and delighted
in the Old Testament pictures of his Savior. Knowing the Scriptures and loving them was a fruit that in its turn and at the time of
God’s own choosing bore still more fruit: he had the honor of sharing his love of the Scriptures and of his Lord with a total stranger.
Who knows what use God may put to the word that we have come to know and love? He is delighted by our use of the word through
which He lives in us and gives us everything He has. He will find ways for us to produce fruit in season, with family, with friends and
members of our church, with strangers, too, as He arranges the opportunity for us to give the reason for the hope and the joy which is
ours in Christ the pure Vine.)

Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an
important official in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen of the
Ethiopians”). This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his way home was sitting in his
chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay
near it.”
26

Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you
understand what you are reading?” Philip asked.
30

“How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit
with him.
31

32

This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading:

“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter,
and as a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so He did not open His mouth.
33
In His humiliation He was deprived of justice.
Who can speak of His descendants?
For His life was taken from the earth.”
34
The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone
else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about
Jesus.
As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water.
What can stand in the way of my being baptized?” 38 And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then
both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 39 When they came up
out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him
again, but went on his way rejoicing. 40 Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about,
preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea. (NIV 2011)
36

P: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Psalm of the Day: Psalm 67

The Second Lesson: 1 JOHN 3:18-24 (Here is more fruit whose source is in the Vine: an awareness that Christ is alive in

us by His word and when our conscience wants to drive us to despair He is there to assure us of our forgiveness. That assurance is
renewed week in and week out as we hear His word. Then there comes bursting forth the fruit of love. That love is not mere sentiment;
it is in the will, not the emotion. It is love that is determined to seek the best interests of those around us, even those who may hate us
or not appreciate our eagerness to be of service. Some of the grapes have to be crushed in order to make wine.)
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Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.

This is how we know that we belong to the truth and how we set our hearts at rest in His
presence: 20 If our hearts condemn us, we know that God is greater than our hearts, and He knows
everything. 21 Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God 22 and
receive from Him anything we ask, because we keep His commands and do what pleases Him. 23 And
this is His command: to believe in the name of His Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as He
commanded us. 24 The one who keeps God’s commands lives in Him, and He in them. And this is how
we know that He lives in us: We know it by the Spirit He gave us. (NIV 2011)
19

Verse of the Day: “Christ is Risen. He is Risen Indeed!” (An Easter hymn from the new WELS hymnal. Sung
by the Preschool and Sunday school kids, the choir and congregation as indicated.)
Kids:

How can it be, the One who died has borne our sin through sacrifice,
To conquer ev’ry sting of death? Sing, sing “Hallelujah!”

Kids Refrain: Christ is risen, He is risen indeed! Oh, sing “Hallelujah!”
Join the chorus, sin with the redeemed: “Christ is risen, He is risen indeed.”
Kids:

For joy awakes as dawning light when Christ’s disciples lift their eyes.
Alive He stands, their friend and king; Christ, Christ, He is risen!

Kids Refrain: Christ is risen, He is risen indeed! Oh, sing “Hallelujah!”
Join the chorus, sin with the redeemed: “Christ is risen, He is risen indeed.”
Choir:

Where doubt and darkness once had been they saw Him and their hearts believed.
But blest are those who have not seen, yet sing “Hallelujah!”

Choir and Kids Refrain:
Christ is risen, He is risen indeed! Oh, sing “Hallelujah!”
Join the chorus, sin with the redeemed: “Christ is risen, He is risen indeed.”
Choir:

Once bound by fear now bold in faith, they preached the truth and pow’r of grace
And pouring out their lives they gained life, life everlasting.

All Refrain: Christ is risen, He is risen indeed! Oh, sing “Hallelujah!”
Join the chorus, sin with the redeemed: “Christ is risen, He is risen indeed.”
Choir:

The pow’r that raised Him from the grave now works in us to pow’r-f’lly save.
He frees our hearts to live His grace, go, tell of His goodness.

All Refrain: Christ is risen, He is risen indeed! Oh, sing “Hallelujah!”
Join the chorus, sin with the redeemed: “Christ is risen, He is risen indeed.”

Stand
The Gospel Lesson: JOHN 15:1-8 (Could the relationship be a closer one? There has to be a certain correspondence

between the two parts, the Vine and the branches. That correspondence is accomplished by the gospel that make us branches pure like
the Vine. Now the fruit from the good Vine can be good fruit, pure because of its source in the Vine. The rotten and the corrupt is
pruned away. The process that may indeed be painful, but it is a process that is necessary. We might note in passing that it takes a
while to determine that a branch is really dead and will never bear fruit; the Lord who sees everything is patient; we who see little
need to be patient too. The branches pruned once were alive, once were connected to the Vine. How tragic that they have chosen to
die! Look for fruit that proves there is life in the branch. What is the fruit? It is a life that delights to receive all its strength from the
Vine. The Confessions often define the best worship of God as that worship which delights in receiving everything from Him. Luther’s
chief complaint against the monks was that they did not want to receive anything from God without earning it first. Then it is the life
we live with our family, at work and school, in service done as precious and good fruit that please Him. It is the life of stewardship of
all the energy and impulse that comes from the Vine. What in you can you now appreciate as fruit that comes from Him, even
unconsciously? It all brings glory to His Father and is therefore precious to Him. Your life therefore has infinite value, no matter how
insignificant or lowly it may seem to you and to the world.)

“I am the true Vine, and My Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in Me that bears no
fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit He prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are
already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in Me, as I also remain in you. No
branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the Vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain
in Me.
“I am the Vine; you are the branches. If you remain in Me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart
from Me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in Me, you are like a branch that is thrown away
and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in Me and
My words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to My Father’s
glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be My disciples. (NIV 2011)
5

Sit
The Hymn of the Day:

CW 143 “He’s Risen, He’s Risen”

He’s risen, He’s risen, Christ Jesus, the Lord; He opened death’s prison, the incarnate Word.
Break forth, hosts of heaven, in jubilant song, And, earth, sea, and mountain, the praises prolong.
The foe was triumphant when on Calvary The Lord of creation was nailed to the tree.
In Satan’s domain did the hosts shout and jeer, For Jesus was slain, whom the evil ones fear.
But short was their triumph, the Savior arose, And death, hell, and Satan He vanquished, His foes;
The conquering Lord lifts His banner on high. He lives, yes, He lives, and will nevermore die.
Oh, where is your sting, Death? We fear you no more; Christ rose, and now open is fair Eden’s door,
For all our transgressions His blood does atone; Redeemed and forgiven, we now are His own.
Then sing your hosannas and raise your glad voice; Proclaim the blest tidings that all may rejoice.
Laud, honor, and praise to the Lamb that was slain, Who now sits in glory and ever shall reign.

The Sermon

(After the sermon, we sing the “Te Deum,” an ancient and majestic canticle of the Christian church, a
confession of faith, a mighty hymn of praise to God. Luther loved the Te Deum and referred to it as a fine
creed.)
The Te Deum
We praise You and acknowledge You, O God, to be the Lord,
The Father everlasting, by all the earth adored.
To You all angel powers cry aloud, the heavens sing,
The cherubim and seraphim their praises to You bring:
“O holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
Your majesty and glory fill the heavens and the earth!”
The band of the apostles in glory sing Your praise;
The fellowship of prophets their deathless voices raise.
The martyrs of Your kingdom, a great and noble throng,
Sing with the holy Church throughout all the world this song:
“O all-majestic Father, Your true and only Son,
And Holy Spirit, Comforter—forever Three in One!”
You, Christ, are King of glory, the everlasting Son,
Yet You, with boundless love, sought to rescue ev’ryone:
You laid aside Your glory, were born of virgin’s womb,
Were crucified for us and were placed into a tomb;
Then by Your resurrection You won for us reprieve—
You opened heaven’s kingdom to all who would believe.

You sit in splendid glory, enthroned at God’s right hand,
Upholding earth and heaven by forces You command.
We know that You will come as our Judge that final day,
So help Your servants You have redeemed by blood, we pray;
May we with saints be numbered where praises never end,
In glory everlasting. Amen, O Lord, amen!
The Kyrie
P: In the morning, O Lord, I call to You; be merciful to me and hear my prayer.
C: Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours
now and forever. Amen.
The Prayer of the Church
The Closing Prayer
P: Risen and ascended Lord, You are the Vine, and we are the branches. Apart from You there is no life. By
Baptism, You have grafted us into Your gracious life. Cause Your Word to abide in us and make us fruitful to
the glory of Your Father, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever
C: Amen.
P: Let us praise the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!
The Blessing
P: The Lord bless and keep you.
C: Amen.
P: The Lord’s face ever shine upon you.
C: Amen.
P: The Lord grant you peace for all your days.
C: Amen.

The Closing Hymn: LSB 691 “Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing”
Fruitful trees, the Spirit's sowing, May we ripen and increase,
Fruit to life eternal growing, Rich in love and joy and peace.
Laden branches freely bearing Gifts the Giver loves to bless;
Here is fruit that grows by sharing, Patience, kindness, gentleness.
Rooted deep in Christ our Master, Christ our pattern and our goal,
Teach us, as the years fly faster, Goodness, faith, and self-control.
Fruitful trees, the Spirit's tending, May we grow till harvests cease;
Till we taste, in life unending, Heaven's love and joy and peace.

Our Father’s Business in the Coming Week
Cleaning this Week: Sarvady
Today—Fifth Sunday of Easter Worship Service at 9:30 AM
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class at 10:45 AM
No Confirmation Class
Monday—Church Council at 7:00 PM
Tuesday—Branch Connection Ladies Group Meeting at 7:00 PM
Friday—No Men’s Bible Class
Nicklaus Visitation from 3:00 – 4:00 PM
Nicklaus Funeral at 4:00 PM
Hors d'oeuvres in the fellowship hall after the service
Sunday—Sixth Sunday of Easter Communion Service at 9:30 AM
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class at 10:45 AM
Confirmation Class at 6:00 PM
.
NEW WELS HYMNAL
If you’d like to help with purchasing the new WELS hymnal for the church or for yourself, please see the
bulletin board in the fellowship hall. Members have vouched for 82 hymnals and several other books. Our goal
is to purchase 100 hymnals, so we are over halfway to our goal.
UPDATING OUR VIDEO & AUDIO
A contract has been signed with DSH Audio Visions LLC to design an updated video / audio system for our
church. Once the design is complete, we will look at installing different phases of the design to upgrade our
video / audio system. At the current time we are also trying to take advantage of a Siebert Foundation grant that
offers a 9 to 1 match on gifts given for this purpose up to $5,000.

INDOOR / OUTDOOR
Where will the Sunday service be held? Moving forward into spring and summer, the first option will be to have
church outside. The second option will be to have church in the chapel. An e-mail announcement will be made
on Friday if church will be held outside on Sunday.
CURRENT FALL PRESCHOOL ENROLLMENT
At the current time we have 10 four-year-old students, 13 three-year-old students and 2 two-year-old students
enrolled for preschool in the fall.
ADULT BIBLE CLASS IN THE CHAPEL
Today, for Adult Bible class, the following section from the book of Colossians will be studied in depth. Bible
class begins at 10:45 AM and ends at 11:45 AM.

Colossians 3:12-17 How our Lord wants us to live.
Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of
you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues
put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.
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Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to
peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and
admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to
God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
15

