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Fifth Sunday in Lent 
March 22, 2026 

 
A warm welcome to those who are visiting us today.  You may hang your coat in the entry way of the church or 
on the coat rack downstairs.  The bathrooms are located in the lower level of this building.  Before you go home 
today, please sign our guest book located on the podium in the entry way.  Also, refreshments are served in the 
fellowship hall after our service this morning.  We invite you to join us for something to eat and drink. 
 
Our lower level is wired for sound.  If you need to take your child out during the service, you won’t miss any of 
the sermon. The service is also simulcast on the church’s Facebook page. 
 
In the unlikely event of an emergency during this morning’s service, you can exit the building using the main  
entryway or the exit to the right of the chancel.  Our building does have a fire alarm system which is wired 
directly to the fire department.  Remember, we follow the “Run, Hide, Fight” response in an emergency. 
 
                                                            
Before Service Prayer:  
Almighty God, You show mercy to Your people in all their troubles. Grant us always to recognize Your 
goodness, give thanks for Your compassion, and praise Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
Today’s Service:   Service of Word and Sacrament, NPH; used with permission under OneLicense.net #A-800156 and under CCLI 
license #1132777. 
 
Today’s Theme   
 

Exactly What I Need: Life 
 
I recognize the danger of death. I am tempted to wonder whether my life was worth it if I do not leave a legacy 
or live on in the memories of my loved ones after I die. When my soul separates from my body, will I also be 
eternally separated from God in hell? Jesus promises much better. He promises life. One day I will be reunited 
with my believing loved ones, both soul and body. I will live with Jesus forever in eternity. Jesus raised people 
from the dead to prove his power over death. That’s exactly the power I need. 
 
 
Pastor’s Welcome 
 

http://www.newlife-wels.org/


Opening Hymn:   CW 844 “What God Ordains is Always Good” (CW93 429) 

Invocation 
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 
 
Confession and Absolution                       
 
P:    Out of the depths I cry to You, O Lord! 
C:   O Lord, hear my voice! Let Your ears be attentive to the voice of my pleas for mercy! 
 
P:    If You, O Lord, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? 
C:   But with You there is forgiveness, that You may be feared. 
 
Silent reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
P:     Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C:    Most merciful God, we cry to You from the depths of our sin. We were born into those depths and 
need Your Word to call us out of them. We have sinned against You with our thoughts, our words, our 
actions, and our inactions. We have lived according to the flesh rather than the Spirit. From the depths, 
we wait for You. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, deliver our soul from death, our eyes from tears, 
and our feet from stumbling. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and 
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 
P:     Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 
You are precious in His sight because Christ is in you. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:    Amen. 
 
 
The Kyrie 
P: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray 
to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C: Amen. 
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Salutation 
 
P: May the Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
P:  Let us pray. 
Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, who rules over and preserves us to life everlasting; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 
 
The First Lesson:   2 Kings 4:17-37–  God enables the prophet Elisha to prove to a grieving mother that God 
can and will raise people from the dead. 
 
17 But the woman became pregnant, and the next year about that same time she gave birth to a son, just as Elisha 
had told her. 
18 The child grew, and one day he went out to his father, who was with the reapers. 19 He said to his father, “My 
head! My head!” 
His father told a servant, “Carry him to his mother.” 20 After the servant had lifted him up and carried him to his 
mother, the boy sat on her lap until noon, and then he died. 21 She went up and laid him on the bed of the man of 
God, then shut the door and went out. 
22 She called her husband and said, “Please send me one of the servants and a donkey so I can go to the man of 
God quickly and return.” 
23 “Why go to him today?” he asked. “It’s not the New Moon or the Sabbath.” 
“That’s all right,” she said. 
24 She saddled the donkey and said to her servant, “Lead on; don’t slow down for me unless I tell you.” 25 So she 
set out and came to the man of God at Mount Carmel. 
When he saw her in the distance, the man of God said to his servant Gehazi, “Look! There’s the 
Shunammite! 26 Run to meet her and ask her, ‘Are you all right? Is your husband all right? Is your child all 
right?’” 
“Everything is all right,” she said. 
27 When she reached the man of God at the mountain, she took hold of his feet. Gehazi came over to push her 
away, but the man of God said, “Leave her alone! She is in bitter distress, but the Lord has hidden it from me 
and has not told me why.” 



28 “Did I ask you for a son, my lord?” she said. “Didn’t I tell you, ‘Don’t raise my hopes’?” 
29 Elisha said to Gehazi, “Tuck your cloak into your belt, take my staff in your hand and run. Don’t greet anyone 
you meet, and if anyone greets you, do not answer. Lay my staff on the boy’s face.” 
30 But the child’s mother said, “As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So he got up 
and followed her. 
31 Gehazi went on ahead and laid the staff on the boy’s face, but there was no sound or response. So Gehazi 
went back to meet Elisha and told him, “The boy has not awakened.” 
32 When Elisha reached the house, there was the boy lying dead on his couch. 33 He went in, shut the door on the 
two of them and prayed to the Lord. 34 Then he got on the bed and lay on the boy, mouth to mouth, eyes to eyes, 
hands to hands. As he stretched himself out on him, the boy’s body grew warm. 35 Elisha turned away and 
walked back and forth in the room and then got on the bed and stretched out on him once more. The boy 
sneezed seven times and opened his eyes. 
36 Elisha summoned Gehazi and said, “Call the Shunammite.” And he did. When she came, he said, “Take your 
son.” 37 She came in, fell at his feet and bowed to the ground. Then she took her son and went out. 
(NIV 2011) 
 
P: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Psalm of the Day  Psalm 130 
 



 
 
The Second Lesson:  Romans 8:11-19 – The Father promises to raise me from the dead and make me an heir of 
everlasting glory. 
 
11 And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead 
will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you. 
12 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live according to it. 13 For 
if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the 
body, you will live. 
14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The Spirit you received does not make 
you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to 
sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s 
children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share 
in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 
18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 19 For 
the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 
(NIV 2011) 
 
P: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
 
Gospel Lesson:   John 11:17-27, 38-45 – A corpse responds to the empowering command of Christ, proving 
that Jesus is the Lord of life. 
 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eleventh chapter. 
C: Glory be to You, O Lord. 
 
17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18 Now Bethany was less 
than two miles from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of 
their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 
21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But I know that even 
now God will give you whatever you ask.” 
23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they 
die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 
27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.” 
 
38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the 
entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said. 
“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four 
days.” 
40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” 
41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I 
knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe 
that you sent me.” 
 
 



 
43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his 
hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. 
Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 
 
45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 
(NIV 2011) 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord! 
C: Praise be to You O Christ! 
 
Be Seated 
 
Hymn of the Day:   CW 450 “The Day of Resurrection” (CW93 166) 
 
The Sermon    John 11:17-27, 38-45  “When Death Really Hurts, Remember Jesus’ Power Over Death” 
 
The Nicene Creed  
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten not made, of one being with the Father.   
Through Him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, He came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human. 
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. 
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
 
Offering    
 
The ushers will gather the offering which will then be placed on the Lord’s Altar.  Offerings can also be given 
electronically by using your smart phone and the QR code which takes you to the donation part of New Life’s 
website. 

 
 
 



 
 
 
Prayer of the Church 
P: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 
 
Heavenly Father, in Baptism You have given the new birth of water and the Spirit. Make Your children strong 
in Your Spirit, that they may shun the works of the flesh and live in this world expecting the resurrection and 
the life of the world to come. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Lord God, bless our synod president; our district president; our circuit visitor; and our pastor whom You 
have sent to preach Your Word to us, that Your Spirit’s breath would enter us and we may live forever. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: O Lord, soften the hearts of Your people in every home. Turn parents and children toward each other in love 
and patience. Banish the spirit of impudence, stubbornness and rebellion from all. Sanctify us in Your truth. 
Lord, in Your mercy,  
C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Lord of hosts, You are the true source of life, which You give through the power of Your Spirit. Humble 
those who are given authority over the lives of our people, that they would discharge this duty honorably in 
accord with Your will. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: O great Redeemer, we hope in You, for with You there is steadfast love and redemption. We cry to You on 
behalf of those suffering affliction. Assure them that their iniquities have been washed away in Christ and their 
sins forgiven in His blood. Grant them healing and relief from their burdens, according to Your will. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Mighty God, You have shown us Your great mercy through the death of Your Son. May all who partake of 
His Supper come with repentant and humble hearts to taste the body and blood of Christ, which was given and 
shed for our life. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Gracious Father, Your Son is the resurrection and the life, in whom all the dead will rise and through whom 
Your elect will live eternally in Your presence. Give comfort to all who mourn, that they might not grieve as 
those who have no hope but as those whose hope is the crucified and risen One. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: O Lord, God almighty, through Your Son You have kept the promise of the ages and rescued us from sin. 
You have raised up the dry bones of a people captive to death and made us alive in Christ forever. Sustain us in 
this hope, that we may endure the tests, trials and troubles of this life and be ready when our Savior comes again 
in His glory; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 



The Sacrament 
 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
 
P:  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give You thanks, O Lord, holy Father, 
almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who brought the gift of salvation to all people by 
his death on the tree of the cross, so that the devil, who overcame us by a tree would in turn by a tree be 
overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise Your holy name and join their 
glorious song: 
 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy 
 

 

 
 
 
 



Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
P:  Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent 
Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the 
salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us 
with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. 
To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
C:   Amen. 
 
Words of Institution  (Spoken by the Pastor) 
 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  Amen. 
 
 
O Christ, Lamb of God 
 
 

 

 
 
Our Communion Practice 
 
New Life Lutheran Church practices “close communion.”  We ask that only members of New Life or other 
WELS or ELS churches partake of the sacrament.  We ask our visitors to please respect our communion 
practice. 
 
 



The Distribution Hymn: CW 663 “Soul, Adore Yourself with Gladness” (CW93 311) 

 

Thank the Lord 

 
 

 
 
 
 
P:  Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
The Closing Hymn:    CW 846 “I Know of a Sleep in Jesus’ Name” (CW93 211) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Our Father’s Business in the Coming Week 

 
Cleaning this Week: Berg/Bolzman 
 
Today—Fifth Sunday in Lent Communion Service at 9:30 AM 

Fellowship at 10:30 AM 
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class at 10:45 AM 
Zoom Confirmation Class at 5:00 PM 

Monday-Friday – Spring Break – No Preschool 
Wednesday—Sixth Mid-Week Lenten Service at 6:30 PM 
Friday—Green Team at 6:30 PM 
Next Sunday—Palm Sunday Service at 9:30 AM 

Fellowship at 10:30 AM 
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class at 10:45 AM 
No Zoom Confirmation 

  
LARGE PRINT HYMNALS AVAILABLE  
Finding it difficult to read small print? Could your eyes appreciate a break? 4 copies of the large print version of 
the hymnal are now available for use. These will be located on the table to your left as you enter the chapel. 
Pick one up or ask an usher for one to use during the service. Please return it after the service. These were 
purchased with the remaining donations for the 2021 Christian Worship hymnals and resource books. If you 
would like a copy for home use, they can be purchased through Northwestern Publishing House. 
 
FELLOWSHIP SIGN-UP SHEET 
Volunteers are needed to provide something to eat and drink after Sunday services. Fellowship snacks do not 
need to be “fancy” or a huge spread of food – we are thankful for anything that is provided! A sign-up sheet is 
posted in the Fellowship Hall. Please consider signing up for a slot.  The sheet covers the months of March 
through May. 
 
ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
Pastor Radunzel is leading a Bible study on the book of Psalms. The Adult Bible Class meets upstairs in the 
Café area starting at 10:45 AM. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
A new sign-up sheet has been posted for the rotation of Sunday School teachers.  This will cover the months of 
March through May, which is the end of the Sunday School year until September. All lesson materials, 
including the teacher’s guide, will be provided. We have a small number of students this year, so the time 
commitment is minimal. We would love to have you join the rotation, even if it is for just one week. 
 
GREEN TEAM 
The Green Team will be meeting this Friday, March 27th at 6:30 PM. 
 
FELLOWSHIP SIGN-UP SHEET 
Volunteers are needed to provide something to eat and drink after Sunday services. Fellowship snacks do not 
need to be “fancy” or a huge spread of food – we are thankful for anything that is provided! A sign-up sheet is 
posted in the Fellowship Hall. Please consider signing up for a slot.  The sheet covers the months of March 
through May. 
 
 
 



EASTER LILIES 
If you would like to purchase an Easter lily to adorn the altar on Easter Sunday, you may do so by listing your 
name on the sign-up sheet posted on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.  The lilies are $10 each.  Kelly 
Daugherty will collect the money. 
 
EASTER BREAKFAST 
On Easter Sunday, April 5th starting at 8:30 AM, we will gather together for a potluck Easter Breakfast.  A sign-
up sheet has been posted in the Fellowship Hall.  There are lots of choices for items to bring! Invite your family 
and friends for breakfast and have them stay for Easter Service at 9:30 AM.  Children are invited to stay after 
the service for a meaningful Easter egg hunt. 
 
LAKE ZURICH EXPO 
The Lake Zurich Area Chamber of Commerce is hosting a community expo/showcase on Saturday, April 11th 
from 9 am to 1 pm at the Foglia YMCA, 1025 N Old McHenry Road (located at the intersection of Fairfield and 
Old McHenry Road).  The theme is "Local Roots,” so of course New Life will be there, being "rooted in the 
Word" and all.  The Outreach team plans to promote our family programs - preschool, VBS, Green Team, etc.  
We would love to have you help us at the Expo.  There will be a sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall for 
two-hour slots.  Join us as we meet our neighbors and tell them all about our family programs! 
 
CALL MEETING 
On Friday, February 28th, Pastor Patrick Feldhus accepted our call to become the new pastor at New Life 
Lutheran Church.  He plans on moving here with his family in June, after his daughter finishes school in 
Minnesota.  His acceptance letter is posted on the bulletin board in the fellowship hall.  Please pray for him as 
he begins to prepare for his ministry at New Life, as well as for him and his family as they close their chapter in 
Minnesota and begin a new one in the Lake Zurich area.  To God be the glory! 
 
VACANCY 
During the vacancy Pastor Steve Radunzel will be here on Sundays and Pastor Tom Schultz will cover any 
ministry needs that arise during the week.   
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

UPCOMING LENTEN AND EASTER SERVICES 
 
  
The final remaining midweek Lenten service is this Wednesday, March 25th  at 6:30 PM.  The theme for the 
evening is “Cast All Your Anxieties on Him” from 1 Peter 5:6-11.  
 
For Holy Week, our service schedule is as follows: 
  
Sunday, March 29th – Palm Sunday Service at 9:30 AM 
 
Thursday, April 2 - Maundy Thursday with Holy Communion at 6:30 PM - 1 Peter 1:13-21 - Not with 
Perishable Things Such as Silver and Gold 
 
Friday, April 3 – Good Friday Service at 6:30 PM - 1 Peter 2:22-25 - He Himself Bore Our Sins in His Body 
on the Tree 
  
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Sunday, April 5 at 9:30 AM - (Easter Sunday) - 1 Peter 1:3-9 - A Living Hope through the Resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the Dead 
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