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First Sunday in Advent 
November 30, 2025 

 
A warm welcome to those who are visiting us today.  You may hang your coat in the entry way of the church or 
on the coat rack downstairs.  The bathrooms are located in the lower level of this building.  Before you go home 
today, please sign our guest book located on the podium in the entry way.  Also, refreshments are served in the 
fellowship hall after our service this morning.  We invite you to join us for something to eat and drink. 
 
Our lower level is wired for sound.  If you need to take your child out during the service, you won’t miss any of 
the sermon. The service is also simulcast on the church’s Facebook page. 
 
In the unlikely event of an emergency during this morning’s service, you can exit the building using the main 
entryway or the exit to the right of the chancel.  Our building does have a fire alarm system which is wired 
directly to the fire department.  Remember, we follow the “Run, Hide, Fight” response in an emergency. 
 
 

 
 
 
Today’s Service:  Creative Worship for Lutheran Parish CPH  and “Service of the Word,” NPH,  reprinted 
under OneLicense.net #A-800156 and under CCLI license #1132777. 
 
Today’s Theme:  Imminent Arrival of the King 
 
The king is an important person. His arrival at our place can mean something quite different to us depending on 
our relationship with him. We might fear his arrival if we expect him to punish us. We might welcome his 
arrival if we expect him to validate us. Either way, we expect his arrival to be a big deal. How would it make us 
feel if we heard that his arrival would be informal and familiar? 
 
Advent marks the start of a new Church Year. We begin at the end, watching King Jesus ride into Jerusalem on 
a donkey colt, knowing full well that he will be killed before the end of the week. The events of Palm Sunday 
serve as a microcosm for all Jesus’ work, proving the King of the universe was willing to humble himself and 
endure anything for our salvation. That is precisely why Christ came. That is why we anticipate his imminent 
arrival not with worry but with joy. 
 
 

Before Service Prayer: Grant us, O Lord, Your Spirit, that we recognize and believe in the witness of His 
coming in flesh, prepare and proclaim Him who comes here in His Word and Supper, and welcome Him 
with joy when He comes in His glory at the end of all days; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and to the end of all the ages. Amen. 

http://www.newlife-wels.org/


 
 
 
Pastor’s Welcome 
 
 
 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath—The progressive lighting of the candles symbolizes our patient anticipation of 
Christ’s coming which draws nearer and nearer. 
 
Pastor:  We light one candle. 
Congregation:  And we pray for peace. 
 
P:  We light one candle. 
C:  And we pray that swords will be turned into plowshares. 
 
P:  We look forward to the arrival of God’s Son, our Prince of Peace. 
C:  Come to us, O Prince of Peace. 
 
P:  We await the time when wars will cease and dividing walls will break down. 
C:  Come to us, O Prince of Peace. 
 
P:  We seek the One who will calm our hearts and minds with His love. 
C:  Light our path to peace, O Lord, with Your glorious presence. Amen. 
 
 
 
One Advent candle is lit during the Opening Hymn. 
 
Opening Hymn: “We Light the Advent Candle” (CWS 702) 
 
We light the Advent candle  And wait for Christ to Come 
With hope we trust the promise That he will bring us home. 
Our hope is in our Savior  Who wins for us God’s favor. 
We wait with growing light  Till God makes all things right! 
 
 
 
Invocation 
 
P:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Confession and Absolution        Romans 13:12; Philippians 1:6 
 
P:  The night is far gone; the day is at hand. 
C:  So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. 
 
Silence for self-examination. 
 
P:  Holy and gracious God, 
C:  I confess that I have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin I know—the thoughts and words 
and deeds of which I am ashamed—but some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask 
forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that I may rest in peace. 
 
P:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As 
a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 
the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 
P:   He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 
C:  Amen. 
 
Kyrie 
 
P:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from You all they need to sustain body and 
life, hear our prayer, O Lord.  
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: For the spread of Your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin may be brought to 
faith in You, hear our prayer, O Christ. 
C: Christ, have mercy. 
 
P: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we await Your return, 
hear our prayer, O Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for You. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Pastor:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. (CWS 701) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Greeting 
 
P: The Lord be with you! 
C: And also with you 



 
 
 
The Prayer of the Day     
 
P:  Let us pray. 
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued from the threatening perils 
of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
 
C:  Amen. 
 
The First Lesson:   Isaiah 2:1-5 – In the future, when our King arrives again, he will transform this world. 
 
2 This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem: 
2 In the last days 
the mountain of the Lord’s temple will be established 
    as the highest of the mountains; 
it will be exalted above the hills, 
    and all nations will stream to it. 
3 Many peoples will come and say, 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
    to the temple of the God of Jacob. 
He will teach us his ways, 
    so that we may walk in his paths.” 
The law will go out from Zion, 
    the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
4 He will judge between the nations 
    and will settle disputes for many peoples. 
They will beat their swords into plowshares 
    and their spears into pruning hooks. 
Nation will not take up sword against nation, 
    nor will they train for war anymore. 
5 Come, descendants of Jacob, 
    let us walk in the light of the Lord.  (NIV 2011) 
 
P: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God 



 
 
Psalm of the Day:   Psalm 24 

 

 
 



 
 
 
The Second Lesson:   Philippians 4: 4-7  – Our present life is transformed from nervousness to excitement and 
joy because of the arrival of the King. 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is 
near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. (NIV 2011) 
 
P: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Verse of the Day:    Psalm 
 
P:  Alleluia, Alleluia!  Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory 
may come in.  Alleluia. (Psalm 24:7) 
 
 

Alleluia! Come, Lord Jesus! 
        Hear Your people as they pray, 

        For the herald’s voice awakes us, 
        Calls us to prepare the way. 

       Alleluia! Alleluia! 
       Anxiously we wait the Day! (tune CW29) 

 
Stand 
 
The Gospel Lesson:   Matthew 21: 1-11 – The King of all creation arrives in total humility, willing to do 
everything necessary to save us from the consequences of our sin. 
 
P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
21 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 
disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with 
her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs 
them, and he will send them right away.” 
4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 
5 “Say to Daughter Zion, 
    ‘See, your king comes to you, 
gentle and riding on a donkey, 
    and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’”  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They brought the donkey and the colt and placed 
their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut 
branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and those that 
followed shouted, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David!” 
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”  
“Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?” 
11 The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
 (NIV 2011) 
 
P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise be to You, O Christ. 
 
Sit 
 
Hymn of the Day:   CW 301 “Savior of the Nations, Come” (CW93 2) 
 

The Sermon       Phillipians 4:4-7  “Jesus’ Arrival is Always a Time to Rejoice” 

 
 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into 
hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of God the Father almighty.  From there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Offering  
 
The ushers will gather the offering which will then be placed on the Lord’s Altar.  Offerings can also be given 
electronically by using your smart phone and the QR code which takes you to the donation part of New Life’s 
website. 

 
 
 
The Offering Hymn 
 
     In Bethlehem’s manger God gave us His gift, 
     A child to redeem us, our hearts to uplift. 
     This gift let us cherish, this present so dear, 
     And praise Jesus’ goodness throughout the new year. 
 
     Our own gifts we lay now before the Christ-child 
     To worship in wonder the one Undefiled. 
     The richest of treasures would not be enough 
     To thank Him for giving His own gift of love. (tune CW93 68) 
 
The Prayer of the Church 
 
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 
 
Jacob wrestled with you, O Lord, and would not depart without a blessing. Grant us the blessing of your grace 
and faith to hear and heed the voice of your word. Give us patience, courage and endurance in time of trial, that 
we may not despair when we suffer for the sake of the kingdom. Lord, in your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, give faithfulness to pastors, that they may bear witness to the appearing 
and kingdom of Christ, who will judge the living and the dead. Instill in them patience and sober-mindedness, 
that they may rebuke, reprove and exhort all sinners with sound teaching. Grant preachers and hearers a fervent 
desire for the truth of your word, that we may not be led astray by our passions. Lord, in your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Heavenly Father, guide and protect all families. Grant that husbands and wives might live in faithfulness 
to each other. Bless mothers with child, all children and all who bring children to Baptism and nurture them in 
the faith. Lord, in your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Holy One, bless our president; the Congress of these United States; our governor; and all elected and 
appointed officials of government. Guide them to promote good and just laws for the benefit of all people. Give 
them integrity, that they may serve the highest good with their abilities. Bless those whose sacrificial service 
regularly protects and defends us here and abroad. Lord, in your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
 



Pastor: Almighty God, because you neither slumber nor sleep, deliver us from evil. Especially we beg you to 
keep the lives of those who face sickness, injuries and troubles [including _____________]. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Gracious Lord, teach us to pray with persistence because you love us, always provide for us and promise 
to give justice to your elect who cry out to you day and night. Grant us faith that wrestles with you but trusts 
that you remain in control. Do not let us go until you have blessed us with forgiveness, guidance and eternal life 
with Christ. Lord, in your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Merciful Father, as you have promised, keep safe our coming in and our going out from this time forth 
and forevermore, for we pray in the name of Jesus, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  
People: Amen.  
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in 
heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours 
now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Closing Collect 
 
P:  O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us strong in Your 
grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us Your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 
Blessing   
 
P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.     

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
               The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
                       The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
C:  Amen. 
 
The Closing Hymn:    CW 309 “The Advent of our King” (CW93 1) 

Our Father’s Business in the Coming Week 
 
 
Cleaning this Week:  Casaletto 
 
Today— First Sunday of the Season of Advent Divine Service at 9:30 AM 
 Fellowship in the Fellowship Hall at 10:30 AM 
            Adult Bible Class and Sunday School at 10:45 AM 
            No Zoom Confirmation Class (Thanksgiving Weekend) 
Next Sunday—Second Sunday of the Season of Advent Communion Service at 9:30 AM 
 Fellowship in the Fellowship Hall at 10:30 AM 
            Family Advent Craft at 10:45 AM 
            Zoom Confirmation Class at 5:00 PM 



 
ADVENT CRAFT 
On December 7th, Joan James will show us how to make a fun family Advent craft following the 9:30 am 
worship service.  The craft will take the place of Adult Bible Study and Sunday School.  We hope you will join 
us for this special time of fellowship. 
 
LADIES NIGHT OUT 
The Branch Connection cordially invites all ladies to a Christmas Party on Tuesday, December 16th at 6:00 PM.  
It will be held at Joan James’ house.  Her address is: 21449 N. Thrush Court, Deer Park.  Please bring a dish to 
share as well as a $20 gift for the gift exchange.  Please also bring 3 or more little inexpensive gift items 
(examples include Chapstick, lottery tickets, gum, candy (no chocolate), small dollar store items, etc.).  These 
items will be placed in a Saran Wrap ball for an unwrapping game. 
 
FELLOWSHIP SIGN-UP SHEET 
Volunteers are needed to provide something to eat and drink after Sunday services. There is a sign-up sheet 
posted in the fellowship hall. The sheet covers October through December 2025.  
  
ADULT BIBLE CLASS 
Pastor Radunzel has started a new Bible study on the book of Psalms so it is a great time to join the class. The 
Adult Bible Class meets upstairs in the Café area starting at 10:45 AM. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
For Christmas this year, the children will be participating in the regular church service on Sunday, December 
21st instead of the Christmas Eve service (there will still be a Christmas Eve service, but the children will not 
have a role in it).  There is a hymn to learn for the December 21st service so please continue to send your 
children to Sunday School so they can learn this hymn. 
 
HELP WANTED 
Do you like working in the great outdoors? Are you handy around the house? Does cleaning strike your fancy? 
We need some helping hands! If anyone would like to help to keep our grounds attractive, complete some small 
tasks, or make the inside of our building sparkling clean, we would welcome you with open arms! Please see 
Mike Spangle or Ken Sarvady if you would like to help.  Any amount of help is greatly appreciated – many 
hands make light work. 
 
CALL MEETING 
On Sunday, November 2, 2025, New Life held its second call meeting. As a result of that meeting, New Life 
extended a call to Pastor Adam Seelow. Pastor Seelow has been serving as pastor at Shepherd of the Lakes 
Lutheran church in Roscommon, Michigan since 2008. Let us join Pastor Seelow in prayer as he deliberates this 
call to serve. 
 
VACANCY 
During the vacancy Pastor Steven Radunzel will be here on Sundays and Pastor Tom Schultz will cover any 
ministry needs that arise during the week. 
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